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A piece of the past comes home 
By Sara Putnam 

We heard from many readers who were 

pleased to see the photo of the newly refur

bished Jacobson Barn on the front page of 

the last Journal. Now we have more good 

news ... 

One day late this past fall, Don Grant 
came to the Dean's Office carrying a large, 
weathered metal object. Grant was the 
C_ollege's livestock superintendent from 
1949 until he retired in 1986, and what he 
brought with him was the weathervane that 
had been blown off the Jacobson Barn's 
cupola in the hurricane of 1938. 

The 1938 hurricane, one of the worst 
" • storms in American history, made landfall 

on September 21 over Long Island and 
moved north over Connecticut, causing 
devastating wind, flood, and fire damage 
throughout New England and killing nearly 
700 people. 

Writing in the UConn Advance of 
September 21, 1998, Mark Roy notes that 
1938 fall classes had been scheduled to 
begin September 23 at Connecticut State 
College, as UConn was then called, but that 
"what students found as they arrived was a 

(continued on page 6) 

Photo of the the Jacobson Barn taken some time between 1913 and 1920. 

Inset: Detail of the weathervane. 

Photos courtesy of Archives & Special Collections at the Thomas J. Dodd Research Center, 

University of Connecticut Libraries. 
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