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CARVING A PIECE OF HISTORY

KATHY HANLEY / THE HARTFORD COURANT

THOMAS J. KRONENBERGER JR. of Kronenberger & Sons Restoration Inc. of Middletown uses a "draw knife" to
hand-carve the wood that will replace a rotted section of the spire at Hartford's Center Church on Main Street.

From Simple Wood To Sacred Spire

Center Church
Steeple Section
To Be Replaced

By JOSEPH ROCHA
Courant Staff Writer

hen does a piece of
wood become history?
When the state is
scoured for a tree of
the same age as a 150-year-old
church spire it will replace. When
you employ some of the same
centuries-old tools and time-
honored techniques to size and
carve the wood as were used when
the church was built. When initials
notched into the wood of
generations past give way to those

for generations to come.

This morning, weather
permitting, another step in the
conversion of simple wood into
sacred spire takes place when a
portion of Main Street at Gold Street
in Hartford is cordoned off A crane
will hoist the 20-foot new section of
the spire into place atop Center
Church between 7 am. and noon.

"It's not every day you get to carve
a piece of wood like this, a piece of
history," said Don Moore, who
operates the fifth-generation
Bloomfield sawmill where the wood
was sized last month before being
shipped downtown.

Center Church, also known as
First Church of Christ
Congregational, is one of several city
houses of worship under renovation.
But it is probably unique in
replacing its "mast," said William
Deuschle, project manager for

Kronenberger & Sons, which is
overseeing the work.

The original spire, which was
hoisted in much the same way a
ship's mast was installed, had been
damaged by rain. In the end, the top
20 feet of the 40-foot spire, which
reaches six stories, will require
replacing.

"It followed the heartwood,"
Deuschle said of the rot "It was
pretty severe."

"You could just reach down and
pull [the rotten wood] out," said
Thomas J. Kronenberger Jr., of the
company. "It was like grabbing
sawdust."

Kronenberger said church elders
could have opted to use fiberglass for
a modern replacement of either the
entire spire or the rotted portion.

"Because of the historic nature of
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