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Restoration Of Mark Twain Home

HARTFORD, CONN. — "Here's what
we had to work with," Tom Kronen-
berger told me; we were standing in the
driveway of the multi-hued brick struc-
ture that Samuel L. Clemens built for
his family in 1874.

The difference between the original
photos of the house, taken at various
times during its history, and the com-
puter enhancements was dramatic. The
originals were but postage-stamp size,
yet the enhanced views were nearly eight
by ten inches.

Utilizing this modern graphics tech-

nique, Kronenberger and his team have
been able to compare the brickwork of
such architectural elements as the chim-
neys and caps, as originally created by
Clemens' masons, then as repaired in
1905. The two versions differed signifi-
cantly from each other.

Kronenberger Restorations is working
on behalf of, and in cooperation with,
the independent Mark Twain Memorial
and Library Organization. But that work
has been funded by a $1 million restora-
tion grant from the State of Connecti-
cut.

Not one to waste time talking with
journalists when there's work to be
done, Kronenberger was soon off and
supervising in an effort to complete the
restoration while fall weather held.
The program will take the century-
and-a-quarter-old structure back to the
most accurate representation possible. It
will reflect the appearance of the dwell-
ing in the days when Sam and Livy Cle-
mens, with their daughters Susy, Clara
and Jean — even the dog, Hash! — lived
there.

Sam Clemens bought land for his new

home in 1871, largely to be closer to his
Hartford-based publisher, the American
Publishing Company. His book, The In-
nocents Abroad. had become popular,
and as a business move the purchase
seemed wise. At first, Sam and Olivia
Clemens rented a home in the Nook
Farm neighborhood, then three years
later moved into their own home just
across the lawn from neighbor Harriet
Beecher Stowe.

Clemens had commissioned New York

(continued on page 12)
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g, e 4 A @ RN RO T, o " : ot W architects Potter and Thorpe to do the
LA . 8. 5 initial design work for what is today con-

sidered a landmark Gothic style house in
brick. Curator Marianne Curling and |
later stood by the porte cochere, detailing
the steps by which Sam and Livy must
have determined the most effective
decorative theme for the house.
Initially, Marianne pointed out, the
Mark Twain House was a large, brick-col-
ored block on the landscape. "You can
see, " she pointed out, "they used dark
red brick, dark red mortar, and dark red
; (- . painted wooden trim. *
e 3 g = ‘ e = To relieve the monotonal effect, and
- Lol : : ‘ ¢ & enliven the total, Curling pointed out,
they tried a robin's egg blue color accent
stripe between two decorative brick
courses. "It must not have worked, " she
i, - v ot T : o e laughed, "because they almost immedi-
o o W s £ S TN — ately tried something else — a tri-colored
accent pattern based on earth tones and
green. That didn't work either. " What
did work, and that extremely well, was a
: “tatoo” pattern in which a design of ver-
Story and Photos by David Kendall milion red and gloss black was applied
over the decorative brick work itself.
"Sometimes, " Curling noted, "the spacing
of the brick wasn't appropriate for the
pattern, so it was applied across portions of
adjacent bricks.” Today, though it appears
the house is accented by glazed bricks,
this paint scheme has been restored as the
most appropriate to the Clemens' period of
ownership.
The Kronenberger restoration, however,
goes far beyond the decorative application of
““lpaint. The chimney caps, for instance, were
* |profoundly altered about 30 years after the
. loriginal construction. "We believe the masons
ho worked in 1905 must have encountered
: = : lsome failure, " Tom asserted. A deeply
;\» ‘ \ culptured brick pattern in the corbeling was
--«; W% _leliminated during that repair effort, but was

< isually replicated by alternately painting

The house in the era of the Clemens family; note the ""tattoo™ pattern of painted bricks used to relieve monotonal red-brown effect
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K 8¥brick-ends black and white. It is in this area
"'ithat the computer enhancement made such
Nla profound contribution, enabling the
W8 chimneys to be reconstructed to their original
design.

1 In addition, several doors were added in
he 1930s when the Hartford Public Library
leased the house, using the first floor for a
branch operation, while renting apartments
on the second and third floors, and in the
“Iservants' wing and carriage house.

These will be removed, again taking the
house back to its Clemens period. Also, the
carriage house is being re-

The Clemens family, (I-r) Susy, Olivia,
Jean, Sam and Clara, with the dog, Hash,
on the ombra porch at turn-of-the'century.

stored. It is an effort involving re-mor-
taring all the brick, the relocation of the
carriage doors, replacement of some
brownstone sills, and the introduction of
a new slate roof. Tom Kronenberger has
caused the old Portland (Conn.) quarry
to be reopened for the purpose of cutting
the brownstone sills from the same stone
used originally. The purple roof slates
will be the last ever to be quarried on a
unique site in Nova Scotia, he pointed
out.

State-funded restoration of the exterior even includes repointing bricks with a red-brown mortar to match the original. Though Sam and Livy Clemens deeply




November 1998

HlocHes&Proartss—13

CAFPE COD

Antique living with modern convenience in the village of Barn-
stable. Spacious rooms with all the charm of 1720. Fireplaces,
wide board floors, paneling and cupboards are just as they were
in those long ago times. There's a little peek of Hinckley's Pond
across the way and plenty of land for a pool, a garden, or, maybe
even a tennis court t The extra living space in the rear wing has
been nicely maintained and has separate utilities. Short drive or
nice bike ride to a warm bay beach.

$374,900

Above, as the chimneys originally looked with alternating courses of brick;

below, after the 1905 repair work with painted details.

loved the Farmington Avenue house,
considering it "had a heart, and a soul,
and eyes to see us with," and feeling
that they "never came home from an ab-
sence that its face did not light up and
speak out its eloquent welcome..." the
family lived together there less than 20
years. Suffering a series of financial re-
versals, Clemens moved his family to Eu-
rope in 1891, the publishing house suf-
fered bankruptcy in 1893, and in 1896
Susy Clemens died of meningitis there.
They never occupied the house again,
and sold it in 1903.

Quite in addition to the present exte-
rior restoration project, the Mark Twain
Memorial reports that the ongoing up-
keep and additional interior work on the
house, the development and presenta-
tion of programs, and the maintenance
of a full-time professional staff requires
an annual budget of more than $1 mil-
lion.

But visitors and staff agree that Mark
Twain's legacy and works continue to
have a universal appeal that cuts across
cultural, generational and geographic,
boundaries. "Twain's observations about
so many things around him," says the
Memorial's executive director, John
Boyer, "remain relevant today. They are
universal and timeless in their appeal
and in their understanding of human
nature.

"The mission of the Mark Twain
House," Boyer adds, "is to ensure,
through continued restoration and pres-
ervation of the site, that Mark Twain's
challenging legacy lives on for future
generations. "

For information on the Mark Twain
House, its hours and tours, as well as the
Memorial's principal funds-development
effort, Mark Twain Days in Hartford,
write 351 Farmington Avenue, Hartford,
Conn. 06105, or call 203/247-0998.

% %k Ok ok b ok % 4 % o % % % ok % % % % o % o o o o % % % o o % % ¥ ¥ ¥ * % ¥ ¥ *

Joly Realty

ROSS A. JOLY, SR. & CO.

143 Main St., Yarmouth Port
3282 Main St., Barnstable 746
Main St., Osterville

capecodrealestate.com/joly

"an equal opportunity agency for buyers & sellers"

207-596-6095

147 Park Street ¢ Suite 1A
Rockland, Maine 04841

Fax 207-596-5548
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CUSHING, MAINE * On the St. George River is this
well built Rockport post and beam bow house
with 3 bedrooms, 2Y2 baths, first floor Master
bedroom, private decks plus a guest cottage. A
must see $249,000

ROCKLAND, MAINE * Large classic Colonial
home in wonderful in-town location has two
fireplaces, formal library, formal dining room, 4
bedrooms, and unique deco kitchen. 2Y2 baths
on a lovely landscaped lot

BELFAST, MAINE * Lovingly restored 1847 Greek
Revival brick Cape has original detailing intact.
Black marble fireplace in living room, twisted
rope motif molding in the library...a masterpiece
to live in. All renovations completed ... $350,000
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THOMASTON, MAINE * Classic New England style
Cape with St. George River frontage has 4
bedrooms, one bath, 2 car garage. Large 86 acre
land parcel has development potential. Good
business location for shop too $225,000

WARREN, MAINE * Charming country detailed
Cape with first floor Master bedroom and bath.
Maple floors throughout, private backyard with
deck and screened porch, nicely landscaped
grounds, attached garage $169,000

THOMASTON, MAINE * Two story executive
style Colonial on 3.6 acres with 175' of saltwater
frontage. House has birch floors, Master bedroom
suite, 4 bedrooms, 2Y2 baths, fireplace, and of-
fice/studio over the garage $269,000

E. KINNEY COASTAL REALTY

Eleanor J. Kinney & Christine J. Rydell, Brokers

508-362-1993
508-362-2505
508-428-6644
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